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The Publiſher having ſhewn the following 


Preliminary Diſcourſe to ſome of his Friends, 


they judged'rhar; ſeveral Paſſages of it ap- 


pearing obſcure and unintelligible to many, 


it wou'd be proper to illuſtrate it with, ſome 
few explanatory Notes, which they were ſo 
good as to communicate to him. 111 is there- 


fore ae ey will be acceptable to * 5 


Publick, 
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Preliminary D Diſcourſe, 


'In which 


EE profound Veneration 

chat all zealous Muſſulmen 
bear to the City of Mecca, 
by reaſon that the Greateſt 
of Prophets honoured it with his Birth, 
and becauſe it was further ſanctified by 


the miraculous Deſcent of the Holy 4. 


coran from Heaven, obliges them, at 
leaſt once in their Lives, to viſit that 
ſacred Place; and thence to go to Medina, 


in order to reſtify their extream Devo» 
tion for the raren Relicks of that 
. B favourite | 


The AUTHOR gives a part 
| e Account of his C anverfi on. 


u A Prelj minary Diſcourſe. 
ges, Maſjenger of God, and at. the 


work d be -the Hand of his Great Pro- 
phet, to emen his Divine Miſſion. 
The ninth Moon, which is that of Rha- 
 madan, was the fortunate Time in which 
the Stpream BEING ſent, by an An- 
gel, his moſt holy Will, contained in 
the Alcoran, to Mahomet his glorious Pro- 
phet, that he might declare it to Men, 
and thereby ſhew them the Way to Sal- 
vation. 10 this Moon the 292 men 
chooſe to go to the holy City of Mecca. 

My Father, Miuley- Ben- Hamed, who 
was well ſtricken in Years, and a devout 
Muſſulman, reſolved no longer to defer 
this holy Pilgrimage; and as he loved 
me. extreamly, - choſe to take me with 
him. We embarked therefore the 1 9th 
Day of the Moon of Chaaban, in the Yeat 
of rhe Heg ra 1086, () on Board a She 
of Algiers, bound to Alexandria, deſign- 

ing thence 1 to join the Caravan of Grand 


4 _ 
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ich the Almighty 


4» 
k & Cairo, 


\ 


\ 


not diſpirit the (Crew. 
the Shore aboard, before the es” cou d 


A Preliminary Diſcourſe. iii 
Go, which. goes to Mecca; But alas! 
y Father undertook this Vo yage too 


* and God puniſhed him for 105 Neg- 


ligence. For ſix Days after our Depar- 
ture from Algiers, being ſafely to 
off Cabo buono, we elpied, toward the 
Iſland of Pantalarea, a large Veſſel; the 


Maſter of the Sayke immediately cauſed 


a Sailor to run up to the Main-top-maſt- 
head to obſerve — who ſoon Coe red 
her to be a Malteſe Man of War, which 


chaſed us. All our People took the A- 
larm, and eſpecially ſeveral Merchants 


Wives, who were aboard with their Huſ- 
bands, ſome of which were going to 4 


lexandria to traffick, and others deſigned 


for Grand Cairo, with intent thence to 


ſet out for Mecca, as well as my Father 


and my ſelf. The piteous Complainings 


and dal Shrieks they made, - obliged 


our Maſter to contine them to their C- 
bins, together with ſeveral Men, who 
were not leſs fearful, that * might | 


We then tach d about, in Hopes to cer 


ll Bl; 2 reach 


is A Prolfoimunyc Dh 
reach us; but our Hopes were'vain ; for 
though we crouded all the Sail we could, 


and were ten or twelve Mile a- head of 
the Corſair 3 ; yet as he was a better Sailor, 
he came up with us in leſs than foity 
hours. He preſently fired a Chaſe- Gun to 
give us Notice to ſtrike 3 and ſoon after 


ſpoke to us thro a Speaking Trumpet, 


threatning to fink us, if we obliged 
him to fire another. Our Maſter. a 

brave but haſty Man, was enraged at 
theſe Menaces, and declared that ſince 
he could not defend himſelf, he choſe 
rather to blow ub the Ship, than become 
a Slave to an Infidel. This deſperate Re- 


ſolution could not be agreeable to the 


Crew, and was much leſs ſo, to the Paſ- 
ſengers, who were more inclined to live, 
tho' in Slavery, than to purchaſe their 


Liberty with their Deaths. In ſhort, 


the Maſter was forced to ſtrike, and ſub- 
mit to the Corſair, who ſoon boarded us. 
He ſeiſed our Arms, ordered our whole 


Ship's Company aboard him, clapt them 
all in Irons, ſent ſome of his Men aboard 


our Sqyle, then ſail'd away for Malta, 
and the Sazke alter hun. Three 


”» 


A Preliminary Diſcourſe. v 
Three Days after, the Corſair, whole 


Name was Scarambo, and his Ship the St: 


Facopo, triumphantly entered the Port of 
Valetta with his Prize. Our Crew was put 
into the Priſon of the Slaves, who are 
deſtined to the Gallies ; and our Mer- 
chants and their Wives into another, 


where thoſe who can redeem themſelves 
are confined ; in this laſt was my Fa- 


ther put. As for me, as I was but 


Nine Years old, ſprightly, and of a 


tolerable Mien, the Commander Scaram- 
bo, kept me aboard, and being obliged 


ſome Time after to go into the Service 


of a Prince of Auſonia (a), took me 
along with him. 


Being then arrived at Tawrafia (b), be 
put me into the Hands of a Kind of 
Derviſe, who, by means of Lingua Fran- 


ca, gave me to underſtand in very few 


Words, that I muſt abſolutely quit the 
Set of Mahomet, who was an Impoſt- 
or, and embrace the Paganiſm of that 


— . — 
9 
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(4) Italy. (b) Turin. 
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| vi. A Priwinery D iſcourſe. 


Country, which was the pur} Religion 
of all, and without which, there could 
= no Salvation. Beſides, that by ſo do- 
g I ſhould; be beloved and reſpected of 
all the Pagans: On the — if I 
refuſed, I' ſhould be univerſally hated, 
and treated no better than a mad 
80 execrable a Blaſphemy, uttered 
by an Jyfidel againſt our moſt holy 
Prophet, made me ſhake with Horror; 
but what moſtly ſhocked me was his 
impious and unjuſt Propoſition, for 
ſaid I to my calf muſt I now ceaſe to 
adore one ſole and true God, and hence- 
forward adore ten thouſand falſe Deities, 
or be one of the moſt unhappy Wret- 
ches upon Earth? On the other fide, 


muſt I not be mad, to be the Cauſe of 
my o.] Miſery, by refuſing to em- 


brace a Religion, which I am told - 
che only good and true one? jad. 

Being in theſe Perplexities, which, 
by reaſon of my tender Years, 1 


could not get over, the Derviſe, what 


with Promiſes, what with Threats, 


found it no hard Matter to make me 


110 declare 


g 
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declare that I was willing to be a Pa- 
gan. Having therefore extorted this 
Declaration from me, I had my Clothes 
taken from me, and white ones given 
me: "Afterwards I was carried to the 
greateſt Moſque in the City, where af- 
ter being aſked {everal Queſtions, which 
I did not underStand, (to which, how- 
ever, Somebody anſwered for me, with- 
out knowing my. Intentions) I had Mater 
poured on my Head, which by an oc- 
cult Quality, made me become a modern 
Pagan, even before I had the leaſt Know- 
ledge of the Principles of the Pagan 
Raliginns. This is the Doctrine, which 
in Proceſs of Time, I was taught by 
the Derviſe. 

I. That the Pagans adored with the 
irt (c) Adoration, one Great and Al 
mighty God, modified into three Divine 
Beings, each of which was a God, as 
Great and Mighty as himſelf; and 
yet they made but one God. 


eld. 4a. rote Ht 1 


Mt FA 3 * hr — 


( Latria. 


5 | III. That 


- 
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II. That the ſecond of theſe Beings 
| bad united himſelf with humane Na- 
ture, to expiats the Sins of Men OY * 
Death. 

III. That er his Death he was ri- 
ſen again, and aſcended into Heaven, 
where he will remain till che Day of 
N Judgment. 

IV. That this ſecond Being, God-Man, 
was notwithſtanding, at one and the ſame 
Time, m an infinite Number of Places; 
and yet does not quit the Right Hand 
of the Great God his Father. 

V. That the Pagans adored with the 
ſecond(d) Adoration, the great Goddeſs, Mo- 
ther of this ſecond humaniſed Being. 

VI. That they adored with the third 
(e) Adoration, Demy-Gods, Demy-God- 
deſſes, and Idols of both Sexes. 
VII. That the aforeſaid ſecond Be- 
ing, before his Aſcending to Heaven, 
had left upon Earth a Vice-God, with 
an unlimited Power to do, and undo, 
whatever he thought fit, which Power 


(4) Hyperdulia. (e) Dulia. 


be 


Freliminary Diſtuneſe. is 
he bad - alſo veſted in all de Kies. 
| . his Succeſſors 1 
VIII. That theſe Sucteſſors, hs 
were the Head of all the Religion, 
had always refided in the Holy City 
of Mus (Y che Metropelis 2 
vaſt Empire of the Pagant. 
IX. That the Pagan ought not 
to conſult their Ma. ; becauſe it 

being filled with Paſſages obſcure, doulu- 

1 ful, and altogether Incomprebenſble, they 
might be ealily ' bewildered and byje 
themſelves in the fruitleſs Search; but 

that they were to keep to the ſacred 
Deciſions of the Vice-God. or Mufti, for 
the Time being, who 4s: acquainted 
not only with the Will of the Dem- 
Gods and Idols, but alſo with that of 
the Great God, that is af the Three 
Diuine Beings; and who: cannot err, 
WE. - tho he . 110 e E 


. 


| 6; ) Kinda, (g) Leo Alatins, de Perpetun 
confenione. lib, Cap: 3. | 


i $ c X. That 
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X. That they alſo were not to 
dive into the Myfleries of their Reli- 
gion, but blindly to ſubmit to them, 
and reſpect them as indiſputable, even 
tho they ſhock d Reaſon, and were 
eue in themſelves; becauſe 


that 1 m Matters of. Faith, WE ought N 


not to be alarmed at Contradicti- 
ons; that the more a Thing ſeemed 
poſſible; the more it was a proper 
Object of Faith; that there was no 
Merit in admitting what was agree- 
able to Reaſon, but that it was true 
Pagan Heroiſm to believe the greateſt 
Alſurdities, and Things the moſt re- 
puęnant to the Teſtimony of the Senſes. 
In ſhort, that to obtain the Favour 
of God, it was abſolutely neceſſary 
to believe the molt unaccountable Pro- 
poſitions, and the mot evident Cori. 
tradictions. 2 

Poſſeſſed with theſe N otions, 5 
durſt never ſo much as look into 


the Pagan Alcoran, nor examine into 
the 


4+ 
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the nem Religion I had embraced, 
more indeed by Force than Choice, o 
make the leaſt uſe of 1 my Reaſon, l 
tha Age of Twenty ts, when 4 
pretty odd Adventure, all at once, 
opened my Eyes, and made me ſuſ- 
pect the Doctrine I had learn d of 
Be Derviſe. 36 101 

There is in cher. Religion . 
cal Sorts of Prieſts and Prieſteſſes, what 
are ſet apart for the Service of the 
Moſques. They are all diſtinguiſhed 
by their Rank, Habits, and their {e- 
veral Offices. After the Mufti (b), 
who as I ſaid is the ſupreme Head of 
them all, are the Cadileſquers (i), 
Moulas ( Cadis (I, Immaums (m), 
Daniſchmends (i); Hodgias 0), Derviſes 


or Santons (p), as well as in the Ma- 


hometan dect. They have beſides theſe, 
3 N of divers Kinds. There a are 


yo 


: (4) Cardinals" 00 — 


000 Bi Cadet 775 
9 2 es. TY 3 Ty . N . 


2 great 


JA 


Cities and Provinces, who live en- 
tirely ſepatate from the Moulat, Cadis, 
Inmaums, Dutiſchmends, &c. They 
are divided into ſeveral Se&s, and 
each Sect has a Chief (r) whom it o- 


beys, and who always reſides in the 


Holy City, to be more at Hand to re- 
eeive the Orders of the Mai. They 
follow different Rules given to each 
different Sect, by the ſeveral Demy- 
Gods (/) who founded them, and are 
diſtinguiſhable by the Colour and Fa- 
ſhion of their Garments. They, as 
well as the reſt, boaſt of their being 
the Mediators between the Second Be- 
ing and Men; Nay more, they pre- 


- 


tend they can obtain what they pleaſe 


* 
5 : 
— * 


(r) The Generals of Orders, who always refide 
at Rome, except that of the Cart huſſaus, who lives 
in the great Charter- houſe of Grenoble. | 

Y By Demy-Gods are underſtood all the Saints 
of the Romi Church in general, and here parti- 
cularly..thoſe who have been the Founders of any 


Religious Order, as St. Anthony, St. Bernard, G. 


4; of 


J 


J 
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| of him) bedniſe theyiaviys keep him 


intloſed in a Si ver- Rox (t), which is 
at thein Diſpoſition; and beſides that, 
they claim to be, in a particular Man- 

ner, the Favourites of the great Gods 
deſs his Mother. They alſo: pretend 
that, by their great Mortifications, and 
the Penances they undergo, they can 
expiate the Sins of ' thoſe for whom 
they intercede. Moreover, they as 
{cribe to themſelves the Power of 
preſerving the Manes of the Deceaſed 
from the Lomer Region of eternal Tor- 
mente, and of delivering them from 
the Upper Region of Temporary Puniſb- 


ments (u), to make them enjoy the 


iim ts 
— . —ĩ — —ʒ 
G) The Pyx or Box, wherein the Prieſts keep 


the conſecrated  Heſts for the Sacrament.  - 
- (uw) Fumt in viſceribus Terre loca quatuor, tt do- 
cent I heologi ; locus inſimus Tartarus eft, quo flam- 
ms Jempizernis dammati cruciantur. SECUNAUS, pro- 
prnquir Tartaro, inſantium carcer, quorum mactt- 
lam originalem baptiſmi ſulutaris aqua non oluit. 
Tertius, Purgatorium appellatur, in quo juſtt, gui 
aliguia fæcis ex hac vita ferunt, 2 auri, * 

8 aace 


- —— —  — — Py — 
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xiv. A Preliminary Diſcoitrſe.. 
unſpeakable Pleaſures of | Paradiſe." In 


a Word, they affect ſo great a Auſte- 


rity of Life, and act their | Part ſo 
well, that they draw to themſelves all 
the Veneration of the People 
The next Thing neceſſary to be 
obſerved is, that all theſe Prieſts are 
Magicians, and the moſt expert in 
their Art of any in the World; for 
they not only command Spirits, the 
Elements and the Weather (x), but they 
have the Power alſo, by the ſpecifick 

Virtue of a very. ſhort Conjuration (), 
of Multiplying their God-Man: ſeveral 


th. 
— — — — * 
. A * — 
9 4 | M 
—- 


* 


nace expurgantur. Supremus Limbus dicitur, qui 
quftor um animas continuit, omni peccato, peccati- 
que reliquits carentium, uſque ad Chriſti reſurrec- 
zionem. Barradius, Concord. & Hiſtor. Evangelica, 
Tom. 3. Lib. 4. Cap. 5. op 
(*) The Exorciſts, who pretend to caſt out De- 
vils; to make bad Weather in Summer, ceaſe; 
that it may not be hurtful to the Fruits of the Earth ; 
and to conjure Hail and Thunder upon the Rocks 
and Sands of the Sea, or upon the Lands of the 
Tnfidels. 3 "x EDT ANGER 
. (9) It conſiſts but of four Words, vis. Hoc eſt 


Corpus meum. wy 
* Mu.illions 


[ 
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Millions of Times; or rather of 
creating ſeveral Millions: of Beings as 
* Powerful as him, and altogether ſuch 
as he is z, hO are: nevertheleſs the : 
ſaineuidentical ſecond Divine Being, who 
is continually at the Right Hand of 
the Great "God: his Father. So that 
by this Charm they deprive him of 
the third Part of the Supream Digni- 
cy, which of Right belongs to him, 

by obliging him to ſhare it in com- 
mon with an infinite Number of 
Beings, his 29 of their own crea» 
hos [ | 

Having given che Reader this ſlight 
Skerch of their Religion, I proceed 
to recount the Adventure, which was 
the more immediate Cauſe of my 
Converſion. 

- There. is at Taurafia, an Idol, (x) 
great 7 tamed mk the continual Fa- 


* 


9 1 ho: a of 


() The Author calls Taols, all the Images, Pain- 
tip s and Statues of eſis Chriſt, the Virgin * 
the Saints. 


vour 8 


vours it is faid to-beſtowion all thoſe 
ho recommend themſelvrs to its 
Patronage, its Name Diva: Confularrix 
9255 1 5 is placed in a iicent 
ofque, ſerved by white .\Santons (b). 
In the Year af the M among 
the Cattle, by reaſon of its great 
Reputation, the nei ghbouring- Voonle 
applied to it with rich Preſents, Te 
ſeeching it to put a Stop to this Con 
tagion; and the white Sumtons re- 
ceived the Offerings of Gold and Sil- 
ver that were made to it. Theſe 
precious Gifts raiſed the Jealouſy of 
ſome —_ Santons: 0, who had the 
charge of a neighbouring 
. had indeed Lol of ED 
but then DE. were not bara 


— — 


_—_ 


(9) Or, la Mading della Conſilats, f i.e e. Our La- 
dy of Comfort. | This is 4 Pifture: of the Vini 
Mary, holding the Child Jeſus i in her Arms. Itis 
ſaid to be drawn by St. Luke. 

Y Bernardoni, Fryars of the Order of St, Ber- 
nard. Their Habit is entirely white. 
| (c) Auſtin Fryars, whoſe Dreſs is entirely black. 


1 ones; 
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Wia; for chat they granted but tri. 
fling Favours, and L rhofinot over cer 
rain; ſuch as, curing a Man of a Fes 
ver, when naturally it could hold him 
no longer: Beſtowing upon a Woman 
the Favour of a Son, when ſhe could 
not poſſibly be brought to Bed of a 
Daughter; ſaving the Life of a Per- 
Jon who had received ſeveral Wounds 
not one of which was mortal; 
a Lady of Quality to recover per 475 
favourite Lap-dog, when ſhe offered a 
good round Sum , to whoſoever ſhou'd 
find him ; and pumberleſs others of 
a like Nature. _ were not 
able to work any. fi —1 Wonders; 
as for Example, to —. a Peſtilence 
to ceaſe, or to give Rain or fair Mea- 
ther upon demand, according to the 
inſtant Neceſſity there was for either, 
as does the admirable Idol Secundus (d); 

IG. 45: 200 


(4) In the SR WAY of St. Jobe, at 
Turin, there is, they ſay, the Corps of St. "= 
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or to caſt out Devils, make the Blind 

to ſee, the Deaf to hear, the Dumb 
to ſpeak, the Lame to run, or pre- 
vent an hundred Bombs thrown on 
their Moſques, from cracking a ſingle 
Tile, as the Potent Diva Conſolatrix 05 
E 10 bei 01 3692001 | 0 h 


= | OT 9) At. 1 4 oY Y 1 DP” os Th. pe r 


* 
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Aus, in à Silver Coffin. The Great Vulgar and the 
Small, are made to believe that when either Rain 
or fair Weather is wanted, it is but cauſing St. Se- 
cundus to be proceſſionally walked about the City, 
and the deſir d Weather is ſoon after granted by the 
Beneficent Saint, But it has been obſerved that 
the Body is never expoſed but when all Appearances 
are favourable ; and when an Hundred to one may 
be laid, that the enſuing Day will be according to 
.the Appearances of the preceding one. And yet 
the Saint has ſeveral times been walked about to 
aſk Rain of him, at a time that the Weather ſcem- 
ed | mightily diſpoſed to Rain, notwithſtanding 
which, there has not fallen one Drop, but a Month 
or forty Days after the Proceſſion. | 

(e) A. D. 1706. after the French had bombard-- 
ed Turin, the Bernardoni gave out that la Madona 
ella Conſolata, during the Action, had always kept 
herſelf upon the Cupolo of their Church, and with 
her Hand, repelled a Number of Bombs, which 
were ready to fall on her Temple. Theſe good 
Monks have taken care to hang up ſeveral Bombs 
in the Chapel of Our , to authorize this moſt 
impertinent Story. e People of that Country 
are ſo fully Tn that Our Lady della * 
| made 
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had done. Theſe were the wonderful. 
Favours to be granted, in order to 
gain the Veneration of the People, 
whoallways love and admire ſomething 
Marvellous ; and the artful Black San- 
tons, well conſidering; chat, contrived 
the following Scheme: 5 

About this time they w Were * 
lithing a Part of their Monaſtery, 
then become ruinous; and {aid they 
had found upon a Wall, which: o 
toward the great Street, à Portrait of 
a Woman holding a Child in her Arms, 
much after the manner of Diva Conſo- 
latrix. Next they brib d a ſkilful” Ma- 
Jon to cover; this Image. over with a 
ſlight Plaiſtering in the N ight-time, 
and the next. Day: they Jv In; the 
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dds {4 Mics ain * victory o over the 2 
mad th. Year gi 4 3th, of September, the 
Court, the Senate, Magiſtrates, "Nobility, and the 
whole Body of the Clergy Proceſſion to this 
ood Tady, fo of give her OR that as on that 
y. the had been graciouſly pleaſed tb deliver the 


City of, 77 urip, be eged by. the French, for the 
This of four Months. 


D 2 Street, 
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Street, à number of Beggars of both 


Sexes, pretending to be either Dæmo- 
widths.” or Blind; or Lame, or Dumb, or 
Def, amd "when all was s ready, che 
Farce begann 
The Maſon went to * as 
Fer d to ſtrike the Wall with great 
Force; and curs'd and ſwore becauſe 
he eee not break it; but at laſt, 
the proper Place, he | 
porn . the Plailter, which co- 
vered — Face of the Portrait, to 
fall down: Immediately he cried out, 
u Miracle! 4 Miracle! A vaſt Throng 
of People, being preſently got toge- 
ther, he ſaid, he now wondered not 
that he could not break a Hole there 
Before; becauſe the Mother of the Great 
God had reſolved to preſerve both her 
GW Image, and that of her divine 
Son 3 at the inſtant he fell on his 
"Knees and worſhipped her, as all the 
People did that — artfully brought 
there; and Toon 1 the Devils, that 


. Were 
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were in the Bodies of the Poſſeſſed; 
began to make a hideous Noiſe, and 
to declare, that this was the only true 
Image of the glorious Goddeſs, and her 
divine Son, whoſe Power forced them 
to quit thoſe Bodies. In another 
Place the Blind began to cry a Mira- 
cle] and gave thanks to this wonder- 
ful Idol, by whole means they had 
recovered- AD Sight. The Lame alſo 
threw away their Crutches, and 
joined in the common cry; the Deaf 
heard, and the Dumb ſpoke. In ſhort, 
throughout the whole Street, no- 
thing cou'd be heard but the confu- 
ſed found of a thouſand different 
Voices, inceſſantly crying out a Mi- 
racle! a Miracle! which in a very 
ſhort time ſpread over the whole City. 
Mean while theſe honeſt Santons, with 
Reaſon, fearing leaſt ſome Trick 
ſhould be played them, very pru- 
dently placed a Guard about their 
new Ido}, and in a few Days cauſed 
| that 
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that part of the Wall, whereon * 
the divine Painting, to be cut out 
with a Saw, and placed with great 
Pomp, in the madf of their Moſque. 
After which they ſecretly bought up 
ſeveral pieces of Silver, and others 
that "Lots of Gold, and ſhewed 
them as Offerings made to the Idol, 
which to the ignorant Populace, were 
ſo many authentick Proofs of the Fa- 
vours ſhe had granted, whereby they 
would be readily influenced to — 
Preſents to her, in order to gain her 
divine Protection (f ). 

- The Rumour of this Mitacle, alar- 
med the White Santons, who ſoon 
perceived this new. Idol was brought 
into play only to rival and ſupplant 
theirs. Therefore to avoid this im- 
pending Miſchief, they reſolved forth- 


n to anc it down ; and firſt _ 


— 


2 — 


( p ) All that is here ſaid concerning the Black 
Gn 1 is literal] true, and of which the Authar 
was an Eye-witneſs. 


gave 


A Preliminar) Diſcourſe. xxiii 


gave out that this Inage had wrought 
no Miracle at all, and what had been 
ſeen with reſpect to the Poſſeſſed, the 
Blind, Nc. was but a Cheat, contrived 
by the Black Santons, to decoy the 
People to their Moſque, with their 
rich Gold and Silver Offerings, which 
had been' hitherto juſtly preſented to 
their Diva Conſolatrix. In a Word, 
they plainly proved that the Black 
Santons had impos'd upon the whole 
City. 1 EY 

The Black Santons to make Repri- 
ſals, gave out that the Diſcovery of 
the Image of Diva Conſolatrix, pretend- 
ed to be made by a blind Man (g), was 
nothing but a groſs Fable, invented 
by the White Santons, to enrich them- 
ſelves at the Expence of the ignorant 


8 


8 . — 
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*  (g) The Bernardoni ſay it was a blind Man who 

found th is Image under Ground, having Notice gi- 

- ven him of it by a Viſion he had in his Sleep. 
They add that as ſoon as he had found it, he reco- 
wered his Sight. | 


I Vulgar, 
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Vulgar, as they had done for ſo long 
a Time, by making them believe ſhe 
had granted real Favours, when they 
were but imaginary: for, {aid they, 
all the Cures of the Lame, Blind, 
c. were Artifices and Im poſtures of 
the White Santons, that bal no other 
Foundation than the Credulity of the 
People : This alſo was angly proved 
by the Black Santons. | 
The egregious Villany of both Par- 
ties, made me call in Queſtion the 
moſt eſſential Points of their Religi- 
on. For as I had always a greater 
Veneration for the Idol of Diva Conſo- 
latrix, than for any other, and as this 
Veneration was much encreaſed by 
her Miracles, which her Votaries per- 
ſuaded me to be genuine; as ſoon as 
I had well diſcovered the contrary, 
and that ſhe deſerved not to be wor- 
ſhipped, I rightly judged all the other 


Idols to be alſo unworthy of my Ado- 


ration. This new-bred ae t of 
118 4 n 
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their Idols, threw me into a great 
Diſtruſt of my {elf : for I began to 
think that, as I had been fo groſly 
impoſed on by their Santons in the 
Affair of the two famous Idols, I might 

be likewiſe abuſed by their Hodgias, 
- in the Myſteries and Articles of their 
Faith; for, after all, the Santons were 
Prieſts as well the Hodgias, and indeed 
by the ſeeming Sanctity of their Lives, 
more venerable than they; and ha- 
ving been for ſome Time convinced 
that the Santons were Impoſtors, I 
thought that the Hodgias, in all Pro- 
bability, were as bad. 

Theſe Reflections made me wiſely 
reſolve to examine their Alcoran; 
and I was the more reſolved by pe- 
ruling the Writings of a certain Hod- 
gia(h), who about two hundred Years 
before, had revolted from the Mufti. 
In theſe, as well as in thoſe of a Black 
Santon G) who had revolted before 


() Calvin. (i) Luther. 
E him, 


* N 
— 


— 
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him, I ſaw it was abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to read their Acoran, which con- 
tains their ſacred Books, becauſe, ſays 
that acute Writer, It is as the Key 
which I Paradiſe to Men, by tedching 
them the true Worſhip due to the Great 
God, and by — as a Light to di- 
rect our Pas thro the Darkneſs of 
this Life, that we may be enabled to a- 
void the Stumbling-blocks around us (k). 
In fine, he proves by ſome good Rea- 
ſons, that it is a Diabolical Preſumption 
to forbid the People the Reading of thoſe 
ſacred Writings (D. Upon his Word 
therefore I ventured to read them, 
and frankly confeſs, I was not ſatiſ- 
fied with the firſt Part (m); becauſe 
I thought at firſt I ſaw numberleſs 
Things inconfiſtent, abſurd, and even 
impoſſible in it, which gave me great 


(k) Calvin Elo. de utilitate 9 recta ratione 
lectionis ſacræ Scripture. Page 389 & 390. Edit. 
Genev. ' 


(1) Calvin, abi ſupra. (m) The Old Teſtament. 
Trou- 
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Trouble before 1 cou'd comprehend 

them; on the contrary, I was migh- 
tily pleaſed with the ſecond Part (), 
that is, the four Sections containing 
the Life and Laws of the ſecond Be- 
ing, God. man, becauſe I found in them 
only Thin gs juſt; and 2afy to be con- 
ceived by atiy who will make uſe of 
their own Reaſon, tho' to many they 
may appear obſcurè and incomprehenſi- 
ble, being hidden under a metaphorical 
and allegoricdl Senſe; as I ſhall ſhew in 
my third | Diſcourſe. But to ſpeak 
Truth, 1 was not ſo well pleaſed 
with the Additiotis which have been 
made to Chriſt's Laws; for that they 
ſeemed to me to contain Things con- 
trary to the Intent adhd Purpoſe of 
the holy Lamgiver, as I ſhall make ap- 


pear in the Coutfe of this Work. 


By reading theſe four Sections, I 
plainly uhderſtood that the Pagan Re- 


—_— — 


(%) The four Goſpels, = 
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 ligion which I had profeſs'd, was not 
L ſame which the ſecond Being God- 
man had given to Men, and that the 


Prieſts had adulterated and overturn'd' 


it to frame a nem one, that might not, 
(as Chriſt's did) oppoſe their Avarice, 
Ambition and Revenge. Characters in- 
{eparable from almoſt all the Prieſts in 
the World. In a Word, I perceived 
the Hodgias forbid the Reading of the 


ſacred Books, for fear that their Frauds 


ſhould be detected, following in that, 
the Example of our falſe Prophet (0), 
who, that his Followers might not 
diſcover his Impoſtures, artfully for- 
bid them pi pa themſelves to 
Learning; well knowing that Ino- 
rance is the Mother of Superſtition. 
I found the Hodgia and the Black 
Santon I ſpoke of, upon their Revolt, 


had immediately preached a new Doc- _ 


trine, quite oppoſite to as of the 


é— as Pata 6 
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| (8) Mahomet, 


Pagans, 
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Pagans, nearly like that we find in the 
four Sections, but agreeable enough to 
what is contained in Part of the Swp- 
plement to the ſaid Sections. They 
called it by way of Eminence, the 
Purified Religion (p), becauſe they had 
cleanſed it from a great Part of the 
Errors and Superſtitions of the Pa- 
gan, and for that Reaſon were ho- 
noured with the Title of Purifiers (q), 
by their Followers; who, in a very 
ſhort Time, being conſiderably in- 
creaſed, to diſtinguiſh themſelves from 
the Holaters, took the Name of the 
Purified (r). And had it not been for 
the great Diſputes and Animoſities 
among themſelves, concerning certain 
Articles of Faith of no great Impor- 
tance, in all likelihood, they would 
eaſily have overturned the Empire 
of the Mufti, and even deſtroyed Pa- 
ganiſm it ſelf; but the Pagan Hodgias 


CAN. - 
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(?) Reformed. (9 Reformers, (r) The Reformed, 4 
reap 6 
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reap no {mall Advantage from the 


Diviſions of the Purify'd ; for they 
ſay, that the Demy-Gods who always 
watch the Safety of the true Believers 
and Prieſts, had ſerit Diſcord among 
thoſe Rebels, to confound them. 
The Purified being thus divided (/) 
one Sort of them retained Mowlas, 
Cadis, Immaums and Hodpias in theit 
Religion; while the others (t) kept 
only Inmaums, Hodgias, and Daniſch- 
mends, thinking all other Orders of 
Prieſts, uſeleſs : But notwithſtanding 
their Diviſions, they both agree in 
applauding their own Choice and Con- 
duct, by ſhaking off the Mafti's into- 
lerable Yoke, _ | | 
But there is another Claſs (u) of the 
Purify'd that imagine they have found 
out the beſ# Religion, who at their 


quitting Paganiſm, preſerv'd not only 


— 1 — — 


(ſ) The Lutherans. (t) The Calviniſts. 
0 '(#) The Church of Exgland. 1 
the 
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the Cadis, Immaiims, and Hodgias, but 
certain "Moylas alſo, who are theix 
chief. "Priefts ; but the principal of 
them is not the Head of their reli- 
gious Body, like the Mufti among ths 
Pagans ; tor with them the Sovercigh 
is of right the Head of i it, as. indeed 
the religious Supremacy is truly in» 
ſeparable from the Civil Power, which 
I ſhall plainly prove in my Sleyench 
Diſcourſe. 

But all theſe Cadis and Hode gias of 
the Purified Religion, — they 


may differ, agree to teach, not only 


that one may and ought to read the 
ſacred Mritings; but alſo that every 
one has Liberty to examine into and 


judge for himſelf, of the moſt im- 


portant Points of Faith, which was 
the firſt Principle of their Revolt 
from the Mufti. For, as Religion is 
full of Difficulties, and inconceivable 
Myſteries, a wile Man, ſay they, ap- 
prized of themany Obſtacles in theway 


I of 
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of coming” t to a thorough Knowledge 
of it, ſnould not lightly ſubmit to the 
udgment of Others, pectally as he 


an inherent Right and Liberty of 
judging for himſelf, which no one 
ar ally deprive him of, unleſs he 
that pretends to do 'it, is able to 
keep him from Error, by an ab- 
folute Ifallibility; but as no Man is 
Infallible, every body muſt be left to 
his own natural Right of freely exa- 
mining all Matters of Faith. For the 
ſacred Writings are only ſo many 
Vouchers in Religious Trials, but 
Reaſon is the Fudge. 

The Buſineſs therefore is, to con- 
vince ourſelves, and take heed that 
we be rationally convinced; ſince we 
ſhould act as Madmen, to give our- 
ſelves up to a leſſer Evidence, in con- 
tempt of a greater and ſtronger ; it 
being every individual Man's Right 
to judge of this Evidence, if he have 
a Capacity of Reaſoning, and if not, 
nothing 
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nothing can oblige him to make a 
Propolition which he is not capable of 
examining, an Article of his Faith. 
Such is the Doctrine of a very learned 
and worthy puriſied Cady (x), and an- 
other () purified Hodgia, no leſs able 
and learned, gives us his Opinion in 
theſe Words: For my part, ſays he, 
* I am certain that God hath given 
c us our Reaſon, to diſcern between 
* Truth and Fallhood, and he that 
“ makes not this uſe of it, but be- 
“ lieves Things he knows not why; 
I fay it is by chance that he be- 
lieves the Truth, and not by choice; 

* and that I cannot but fas that 
God will not accept of this Sacri- 
* fice of Fools“; for otherwiſe the 
Mahometans and Jews, might war- 
rantably continue in their Errprs. 
And if our Purifiers had 1... nde 


(c) Biſhop Taylor, Liberty of Prophecy. (90 
Chillingworth, Relig. of Proteſt. Part 1. Chap. 2. 
Page 73. 78. . 
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uſe of their Regſon, to diſcoyer the 
Falſhood and Abſurdity of the Opi- 


- —— " 


nions of our idolatrous Fore-fathers, 
we_ ourſelves might have been ſtill 
plunged in the ſame abominable 1do- 
latry. So that, even thou gh we 
mould be miſtaken in our Nach of 
the true Senſe of a Paſſage of the 


ſacred Books, we ſhould not, on that 


account, be guiley of any Fault; ; for, 
continues the e pre ig - © If 
„God would have had his Meaning 
© in theſe Places, certainly known, 
* how could it ſtand with his Wiſ⸗ 
* dom, to be ſo wanting to his own 
* Will and End, as to ſpeak obſcure- 
*& ly? or how can it conſiſt with 
* Kis Juſtice, to require of Men to 
know certainly the Meaning of 
thoſe Words, which he himſelf 
bath not revealed? Suppoſe there 
Were an abſolute Monarch, that 

in his own Abſence from one 
of his Kingdoms, had written 


« Laws 
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Laws for the government of it, 

ſome very plainly, and ſome very 

ambiguouſly and obſcurely, and 
his N ſhould keep thoſe that 

were plainly written, with all ex- 
actneſs; and for thoſe that were 
* obſcure, uſe their beſt Diligence to 
„find his Meaning in them, and 
obey them according to the ſenſe 
of them, which they conceived; 
„ ſhould this King, either with Juſ- 
4 tice or Wiſdom, be offended with 
* theſe Subjects, if by reaſon of the 


S S 8 8 


— ny of them, they miſtook ö 
* the ſenſe of them, and failed of I 
ce performance, by reaſon of their 1 


< Error?” would not this King, I 
ſay, be a Tyrant, if he puniſhed his 
Subjects for a Crime of which they 
were not guilty ? even ſo would the 
Great God be, if he exacted from 
us what is out of our Power, and 
above the reach of that Underſtanding 
and Reaſon which he hath given us. 

F 2 For 
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| For would it not be ridiculous to 
|  - think he ſhould require Gold at the 
Hands of Men, if he had given them but 
Lead ? or expect them to fly, without N 
giving them Wings ? To conclude, a 
Purified Hodgia (x), in very great E- 
ſteem among thoſe of his Se&, aſſures 
us that, © he does not think a Man 
* can fall into Error, if he does all 
&* he can not to fall into it; that 
is, that he can be guilty of Error, 
though he err, if it is not his Inten- 
tion to err; as 4 Mother, who ten- 
derly loving her Child, and unac- 
quainted with the Nature of Simples, 
1 might make him ſwallow a mortal 
| Poiſon, intending to give him a Reſto- 
| rative. . i | 

This is the Doctrine which I have 
| followed ever ſince my Converſion, nd 
= what I will adhere to as long as I | 
| live; unleſs ſome new Purifier gives 
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(Ss) Pictet of Geneva, in his traitté de Pindiffe- 
if rence des Religions, againſt Mr, Collins. Page 166. 
ll! me 
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me to ungerſtand by ſolid and con- 
vincing Proofs, 1 Jam in the 
wrong; for then I will change my 


Language with my-Thoughts, ſince I 
am not, and never will be obſtinate- 


ly ſtiff in my Opinions, as are the Ido- 


(vers and the Superſtitious; who from 
their very Birth, imbibe wild Noti- 
ons from their Nurſes, Parents, and 
Prieſts, and without examination, 
thro' a deteſtable Prepoſſeſſion, believe 
them to be unexceptionable. 
I declare therefore, That I have 
made uſe of all the Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding I am Maſter of, to diſco- 
ver the Ibs contained in che ſacred 
Writings hidden as they are, and 
wrapt up in Myſtery, that by them 
I might procure my own Happineſs, 
and that of others. I preſume I have 
found them, and r that Reaſon I 
now publiſh them. But if I have 
unluckily = into any involuntary 
Error, as I perfectly know myſelf 
nor 
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not to be infallible, Tearneſtly intreat 
all the Monlas, Cadis, and Hodgias of 
the moſt purified: Religion, to let me 
know them, and to convince my Rza- 
fon of ther, by Reaſon itſelf, that J 

may both retract and ævoid them: 

And I farther beg of them, that in 
giving me this wholeſome Advice, 

they do it not with Paſſion and Bitter- 

weſs, but with Charity, Meekneſs, and | 
Equity, as on ſuch Occaſions, our 

moſt holy Lawgiver has commanded 

us: (a) For nothing is more baſe, 
wworthy, and ſcandalous, nay, more 
contrary to the very Principles of the 
true purified Religion, than to rail, ca- 
lumniate, load with odious Appellations, 

and perſecute thoſe who labour Day 

and Night to find out the Truth, bu- 

ried in the dark APO of Errors and 
nan 


(a) Matt. xviii. 21. & ſeg. 
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MAY the BEING of Beings, who 
from all Eternity, has filled and ani- 
mated all Things, ſo diſpoſe the Minds 
of Men, that they may conceive the 
Truths which I lay before them, and 
thereby attain to the Knowledge of 
Him who is infinitely wiſe and juſt ; 
the Sourſe _ Good, and Truth elf. 
Amen. ) 
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2 Of the Precepts, and Manners 


are unworthy of Inſtruction, that is, the ſtu- 
bid Vulgar (), tho? he made no uſe of it 
himſelf; faving expoſed himſelf to a thou- 
mand Ills in teaching the Truth to the Peo- 
ple of his Time, (c) For what elſe could 
make this great Man act againſt his own 
Principle and contemn even Death itſelf, 
but 'the Love. he bore to Truth ? Truth, 
tice the Sun, with her and Bright- 
neſs, charms the Beholder ; d that he is 
happy while he can behold her, and lives 
no longer than he can enjoy her Light; 
for tis loſing our Lives, though we live, 
when wer loſy vat we ſyve. ,, (7 
The fame” Le d Lucian, 
prompte md to publiſh: ſeveral Truths v6 


regarded, becauſe not known ; and I think 
—_ — to run all Hatards i in teach- 
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9s Wer 5 the Pretenders to Learning & 
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teſtify my ſincere Acknowledgments to thoſe; 
who overlooking the Misfortunes that might 
attend them in ſo doing, have taught them 
to Me among others, to my great Ad- 
vantage; for how miſrrable ſhou d we be, 
if thoſe, whom Nature has from time ta 
time endowed with extraordinary Parts and 
Penetration; had not dared to unveil to the 
World. the Truths they had diſrovered? 
ſhould we not be all vile Slaves to Ig- 
norance (a) e And I have alſo the com- 
fort of laying open theſe Truths, without 
fearing any ill Conſequences; and as I am 
in a Country where the free Exerciſe of 
Reaſon is no Crime, I hope the Readers 
will not be dazzled and over-awcd by their 
Luſtre ;| (as thoſe. would be that groan 
under tlie heavy Yoke: af the Prieſts, who 
that the unhappy People:may never be able 
to ſhake it off, unjuſtly. deprive- them of 
their natural Right of Reaſoning): becauſe 
an here have the Eyes at: their Under» 
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ſtanding full open, and are accuſtomed to 
enjoy this Light; whereas the other poor 
Creatures, by having allways been bred up 


in Darkneſs and Ignorance, cannot ſuſtain, 


much leſs enjoy its Brightneſs ; like a fick 


Man long pent up in Obſcurity, languiſhing 


and weak, who cannot for ſome time, en- 
dire the intruding -Day-light, which is the 
Joy and Comfort of thoſe in Health. + ./ 
- I ſhall therefore, in this firſt Diſcourſe; 
lay open the Chriſtian Truths contained in 
the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt, and afterwards 
proceed to thoſs tnat belong to my Sub- 
ject. | 

The motel Doctrine of Chriſt, has four 
fundamental Principles, eig. Poverty, Hu- 
mility, Pardon of Offences, and Charity. 
Theſe are the four Angles of the Chriſtian 
Edifice ; and by miſplacing one of them, 
the whole becomes irregular and unſhapely. 
They are the Foundations of the Chriſtian 
Common-wealth, which failing, it falls to 
Ruin and Confuſion. I ſhall not, in this 
Place, examine the Motives the holy Le- 
giſlator had to lay down theſe Principles, 


ſeeing I ſhall have occaſion, to do it amply 


I in 


— 


ef J=sUs CuRISsT. 5 
in my third Diſcourſe, but ſhall only take 
Notice of the Principles themſelves. 

The firſt is (e), Lay not up for your 
ſelves treaſures upon earth — for where 
your treaſure is, there will your heart be 
alſo (F). Wherefore hardly ſhall they 
that have riches enter into the kingdom of 
God. Nay, he declared it was impoſ- 
ſible they could: it is eaſter, ſays he, for 
a camel to go through the eye of -a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the Ring- 
dom of God (g). Becauſe, No man can 
ſerve two maſters : for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other, or elſe he will 
Bold 10 the one, and deſpiſe the other, ye 
cannot ſerve' God, and, at the ſame time, 
Mammon (B). That is, ye cannot ſerve 
God, if ye are allways buſied in amaſſing 
Riches. | 

The ſecond is (i), Ferily I ſay unto you, 
except ye be converted, and become as little 
Children, that is, humble; Ve ſhall not en- 


— a 


* 4 


00 Firſt Precept, Pove (F) Matt, vi. 19, 21. 
(g) Mark x. 22, 25. ( Matt. vi. 24. (i) Se- 
cond Precept, Humility. 
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ter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Whoſo- 
ever therefore ſhall humble himſelf as a 
little child, the ſame is preateſt in the 
kingdom of Heaven (k).——Be not ye 
called Rabbi for one is your maſter, even 
Chriſt, and all ye are Brethren (I). Nei- 
ther be ye called Teachers (m) : for one is 
your Teacher, even Chriſt. But he that 
is greateſt among you, ſhall be your Ser- 
cant. And whoſoever ſhall exalt himſelf, 
ſhall be abaſed ; and be that ſhall humble 
himſelf, ſhall be exalted (n). But the 


(k) Matt. xviii. 3, 4. 

(1) In the State of Nature, we are all equal; 
wherefore Chriſt declares that Men muſt be come 
as Children to be able to return into it, for Chil- 
dren know not Ambition and Luxury, the only Ob- 
ſtacles that hinder Men from entring into the King- 
dom of Goa, or the State of Innocence. 

n Chriſt gave this Commandment to his Diſciples, 
becauſe he knew that Men have no need of ſophiffical 
Teachers, to follow the very plain and juſt Laws of 
Nature. The more, for that he ſaw the great Con- 
fuſion there was among the Heathens and Fews, 
cauſed by the different Doftrines they learn'd from 
their ſeveral Prieſts, or Teachers. No leſs is the 
Contufion, at preſent, -among Chriſtians, becauſe in 
fettling Divines among them, they have not kept 
the Commandment of Chriſt, All this relates to 
what is ſaid in the third Diſcourſe. 

(72) Matt. xxiii. 8, 10, 11, 12. 


brighteſt 
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brighteſt Example, and that which ſhews 
us moſt plainly how much CHriſt had the 
Practice of this Virtue of Humility at 
Heart, is that of the Phariſee and Publi- 
can. The Goſpel tells us, (o) That the 
Phariſee ſtood in the Temple, and prayed 
thus with himſelf : God, I thank thee, 
| | that I am not as other men are, extortio- 
ners, unjuſt, adulterers, or even as this 
Publican. I faſt twice in the week, and 
17 T gioe tithes of all that I poſſeſs. And 
the Publican ftanding afar off, would not 
lift up ſo much as his eyes unto Heaven, 
but ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying, God be 
merciful to me a ſinner. I tell you, ſays 
Chriſt, his man went down to his "houſe 
juſti tied rather than the other: for every 
one that exalteth himſelf, ſhall be abaſed ; 
and he that humbleth himſelf, ſhall be ex- 
alted. 
The Third is (p), 1 ſay unto you that 
15 ye reſiſt not evil : but whoſoever ſhall ſmite 
thee on the right cheek, turn to him the other 
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& | (0) Luke xviii. 10, 11, 12, 13; 14. 
1 ) Third Precept, Pardon of Offences. 
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alſo. And if any man will ſue thee at the | 


law, and take away thy coat, let him have 
thy cloke alſo. And whoſoever ſhall com- 
pell thee to go a mile, go with him twain. 
Te have heard that it hath been ſaid, 
Thou fhalt love thy neighbour, and hate 
thine enemy: but TI ſay unto you love your 
enemies, bleſs them that Curſe you, do good 


to them that hate you, and pray for them 


which deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute 
you, —— For if ye forgive Men their treſ- 
paſſes, your heavenly Father will alſo 
forgive you. But if you forgive not Men 
their treſpaſſes, neither will your Father 
forgive your treſpaſſes (q). And to ſhew 
Mens the Neceſſity there is for them to 
falfil this Duty, Chriſt has taught them 
to ask of God Almighty the Pardon of 
their Sins, conditionally, that is, as they 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt. them 
(r). So that moſt Chriſtians, in their 
Prayers to the Deity, do not ſo much ask 
the Pardon of their Sins, as their own 


(9) Matt. v. 39, 40, 41, 43, 44. idem. vi. 14, 15. 
(7) And forgive us our Debts, as we forgive 

our Debters. Matt. vi. 12. i ; 
Con- 


1 
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Condemnation. For in theſe corrupted 


Times, where is the Man that patiently 


bears the greateſt Injuries, yet ſincerely for- 
gives the Doer of them? I would cha- 
ritably believe, that among the vaſt num- 
ber of Chriſtians in our 'Time, there 
are ſome few who arrive at this high 
Pitch of Chriſtianity, this ſame Self-denial ; 
but am afraid if we look into the Motives 
of thoſe that pretend to it, we ſhall find it 
ſprings either from mere Stupidity, or from 
want of Courage, or Power, .or from a 


fear of human Laws, or even from Inte- 


reſt (), and not from a Senſe of Duty, in 
obeying the Commandments of Chriſt. 
The fourth is (1), When thou makeſt a 
dinner, or a ſupper, call not thy friends, 
nor thy brethren, neither thy kinſmen, nor 
tby rich neighbours ; left they alſo bid thee 
again, and a recompenſe. be made thee. 


(Y As thoſe Men de, who forgive thoſe who 
have ſtruck them, or otherwiſe imur'd them: Or 
as thoſe ſordid Wretches, who baſely proſtitute their 
Wives 1 * for * or to gain the Fa- 
your of a great Man, Sc. N 


( ) Fourt — Charity. 3 WS 
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10 Of the Precepts, and Manners 
But when thou makeſt a fenſt, call the 


poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. 


And thou ſhalt be bleſs d; for they cannot 
recompence thee (u). Ton ſhalt love 
thy neighbour as thy ſelf (x),——Cive to 
him that asketh thee, and from him that 
would borrow of thee, turn not thou away 
6). — ell that ye bave, and give Alms 
(Zz). Love one another, as I have loved 
you. By this ſhall all men know that ye 
are my Diſciples, if ye have love one to 
another (a). Be ye therefore merciful, as 
yonr Father alſo is merciful (b). Bleſs 
them that curſe you, and pray for them 
zwhich deſpitefully uſe you (c). For if ye love 


them wwhich love you, what thank have 


ye! for ſimers alſo hoe thoſe that love 
them. And if ye do good to them wwhich 
ao good to you, what thank have ye? 
for ſinners alſo do even the. ſame (d). And 
if. you lend to them f whom ye bope to re- 


cecive, what thank have ye ?, for ſinuers 


— merch rnnnmrinngnmnnnnnmnm—_ — 
( Luke xiv. 12; 13, 14. (x) Mart. xxli. 39. 
(9) Mart. v. 42. ' () Lake xii. 33. (a) John 
xiii. 34 35. (5) Luke vi, 36. (e] Luke vi. 28. 


(4) Luke vi. 325 33. 8258 
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alſo lend to ſinuers, to receive as much a> 
gain (e). But love 9e your Enemies, and 
do good, and lend, hoping for nothitg a- 
gain and your reward ' ſhall be great, 
and ye ſhall be the children of the higheſt ; 
for he is kind unto the W and to 
the evil (F). 

Theſe are the four principal and eſſential 
Points laid down by CHriſt himſelf; the very 
Foundations of the Chriſtian Religion. We 
muſt now examine whether they are to'be 
literally underſtood, or differently interpre- 
ted ; and this will be beſt known by the 
Manners of Chriſt, which if ſtrictly con- 
formable to his Doctrine, will oblige us to 
underſtand them in a literal Senſe; if not 
a different one may be allowed. 

Chriſt then commanded Poverty, and'y was 
himſelf poorly born. The Author of his 
Life, thus relates the Manner of his Birth: 
Mary, ſays he, brought forth her firſt-bora 
Son (g), and wrapped him in ſwadling 
clothes, 


— 
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(e) Luke vi. 34. Y) Luke vi. 5 
(g) I know not how moſt Chriſtians have come 
to believe that Mary remained always a os 
when 
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clothes, and laid him in a manger, becauſe 
there was no room for them in the inn, (cer- 
tainly becauſe ſhe had no Money). No 
leſs certain it is, that He allways lived poor, 
ſince he was obliged to have Recourſe to a 
Miracle to be able to pay the Tribute-Mo- 


—_ 


ꝓ—ñ— 
* 


when we ſee the direct contrary in holy Writ, in 


theſe Words: And fbe brought forth ber firſt- born Son, 
Luke ii. 7. which plainly infer ſhe had Children. 
For the Hiſtorian ſays, ſhe brought forth her fr /t- 
born Son, which ſuppoſes ſhe was brought to Bed 
afterwarde, and that Zeſtzs was only her firſt-born : 
'This is farther confirmed by another Paſſage, Marr. 
i. 25. And he (Joſeph) knew her not till he had 
brought forth her firſt-born Son; that is, he had no 
carual Knowledge of Mary his Wife till, Cc. in 
conſideration of the Dream he had had; but he 


ke av her after her Delivery, and had Children by 


her, who were the Brethren of Chriſt, at leaſt ex 
parte matris : And that he had Brethren we alſo 
learn from Scripture, Matt. xii. 46, 47. While he 
wet zalked to the. People, behold, his mother and his 
brethren ſtood without, deſiring to ſpeak with him. 
Then one ſaid unto him, Behold thy mother and 
thy brethren ſtand without, deſiring to ſpeak with 
thee.- It muſt be obſerved that the Verb to 


know, uſed in this Place, always in the Scripture 
Stile, fignifies to know a Woman carnally, ex. gr. 
And Adam knew Eve his Wife : and ſhe conceived, 
and bare Cain, Gen. iv. 1, Ibid. v. 17. Ibid. v. 25 
& alibs paſſum. | 2 

| 2 
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Poverty, for he paſſed his whole Life a- 
mong the Poor, and refuſed ro he mad a 
King (i); becauſe his Intention was to ſet 
Mankind at Liberty, and not to keep them 
in Slavery, under Pretence of explaining the 
Divine Laws to them, as the other Law 


givers had done; . Lycurgus exepted, . who 


indeed acted from a Motive of Virtue and 
Juſtice, not ſeeking to raiſe himſelf above 
his Fellow-Countrymen the Spartans, but 
to make them happy by eſtablifhing a per- 
fect Equality among them, and beginning 
his Adminiſtration by putting himſelf upon 
a Level with others, o * . a good 
Example (T). l 

Chrift alſo cnt Humility.” and 
himſelf was a Pattern of the Virtue he re- 
commended to others; for having declared 
that he came not to be miniſtred unto, hut 
10 miniſter (, he ſhewed his Humility 
on all Occaſions, but eſpecially when he 
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( Matt. xvii. 2. (i) falls vi. 15. ® See 


Plutarch. in Heurgo. U) Matt.: ** 2 
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as well as the Feet of the other Diſciples, 


Precept, Ze call me Maſter and Lord, and 


Lord and Maſter, have waſhed your feet, 
ye alſo ought to enaſb one another's feet. For 

I have. given you an example, that Je 
ſhould do as I have done to you (m). 

- Laſtly, to give us the utmoſt Proof of 
his Humility , he rebuked one that had 
called him Good Maſter, ſaying to him: 


Why calleft thou me good? 1 85 N58 nonßs 


N { but one, that i 18 (Co (n). 3 


- Another of Chriſt's Precepts was to 505 


e and to love our Enemies; 
and he loved and forgave even his moſt 
cruel Perſecutors; calling Fudar by the 


dear Name of Friend, in the very inſtant 
he. Was. EF ad him (o); and blaming 


- — 9 21% i 
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16, 17. (o) Matt. xxvi. 50. 
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waflied his Diſciples Feet. Which Action 
of his was ſo very humble, that Perer was 
even aſhamed of it; ſaying, Thou ſhalt ne- 
cer waſh my feet; which, however, he did, 


and afterwards gave them this excellent 
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the raſh Action of Peter, who . 
Malchus's Ear, in his defence, - ſaying 
Put up thy feword in the ſheath : the cup 
which my Father hath given me, ſball I 
not drink. it? (p). Feſus alſo pardoned 


the affront he received from the Samari- 
rang, who refuſed him entrance into their 


Country, and ſharply rebuked James and 
John, for that having given way to that 
implacable Spirit of Revenge; with which 


all Prieſts are animated, they had ſaid: 


Lord, wilt thou that we command. fire to 


come dorvn from heaven, and conſume them? 
to which our Lord returned this mild An- 


ſwer: Te know not what manner af ſpirit 
ye are Af. Fur the Sou of Man is not come 
70 defiroy mens lives; hut to ſave them (). 
No leſs admirable was his Patience, amidſt 
all the crue] Treatment he received from 
his Adverſaries ; for being faſtened to the 
Croſs,” in the very Agonies of Death, he 
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1 Laſtly, Chriſt commanded Charity, and 
. furely-never did Charity exceed his. Up- 
on this Point, I ſhall begin by ſhewing what 
| kind of Charity it was that he commagd- 
ed; according to what himſelf taught the »|\ 
Lawyer that ask d him Who was bis Neigh- 
hour? A certain man, ſaid he, went down 
from Jeruſalem 70: Jericho, and fell a- 
mong thieves, which ſtripped bim of his 
raiment, and wounded him, and departed, 
lenving him half dead. And by chance 
there came down a certain Prieſt that way ; 
amd when be ſaw him, he paſſed by on the 
8 orher fide. And likewiſe a Levite, when 
4 he war at the place, came and looked on 
? Bim, and paſſed by on the other ſide. But 
g certain Samaritan (/) as be journey d, | 
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(Zy this Example, Feſtus Chriſt teaches us 
that Eccleſiaſticks were ever 8 which 
brings me to the following Reflection. The Jews 1] 
looked on the Samaritans as Unbelievers, becauſe _ | 
they admitted only the Pentateuch, as authentick. 
Yet Chriſt, in this Parable, praiſes. the Samar itan, 
and blames the . Zewiſh. Priefts ; and in another 
Place, he in like Manner juſtifies the Publicau, and 
condemns the Phariſee ; as we have ſeen above. . 
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him, he had compaſſion on him, and ev 
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came where he was: and when he ſaw 
ene 
40 


_ 


From theſe Compariſons, equally mortifying to the 
Fewiſh Prieſts and Teachers, and advantageous vo 
Sinners and Unbelievers,) we axe to infer he knew 
that thoſe Men commonly branded by the Name 
of Deiſts or Atheiſts, whoſe Minds are not depias 
ved -and corrupted-;by Superſtition, .are better, and 
infinitely more charitable, than thoſe who by it, are 
infpired with nought but Vice and Cruelty. "I ſay 
Deiſts or Atheiſts, becauſe the Words are Synony- 
mous; for the Name of Atheiſt is im roperly .gi- 
ven to thoſe who deny received Traditions, as if it 
was impoſſible to acknowledge a Deity, without be- 


lieving as indiſputable Truths, the moſt abſurd and 


impious Inventions of Men; ſuch as were preached 
by Fohe to the Chineſe, by Zentouſt to the ancient 
enſians, by Sommonokodem to the Siamese, by 
Bremau to the Indians; by Mu bomet to the Aras 
bians, and numberleſs others no leſs groſs and abs 
2 my have infected eto of Men, givibg 
em ridiculous, extravagant and impious Notio 
of God, and have made TI OS wicked, 2 
well as the moſt ſavage Animals of the whole 
Creation. It is therefore falſe that Deiſts are At he. 
ifts,' for ell thoſe thus. mihi, by the Vulgar, 
and by them auheſe Juteraſt it is to decry them, ac; 
knowledge a f/t Cadiß, under t he different Names 
of God, Nature, Eterual Seede, Matter, Motion, 
or : Univerſal Soul. Such were Epigurus, Diago: 
ras; Lucian, Socratæs, Anaxagerass. ” ah 2 


Blount, Spinoſa, Fanini, Yay „ St. Euremon, 

Oc. and in general all thoſe Alte Seeta - 
theiſts ; and ng one but a Fool or Madman, ever did, 
or can deny this firſt Cauſe. We. muſt: therefore 


conclude 
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18 Of the Precepts, and Mane, 


zo him, and bound up his wounds, pouring 
in ql and wine, and ſet him on his own 
beaſt, and brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him. And on the morrow, when 
Be departed, be took out twopence, and 
Zave them to the hoſt, and ſaid unto him, 
tale care of him: and whatſoever thou 
ſpendeft more, when I come aguin, I will 
repay thee. Which now of theſe three, 
thinkeſt thou, was neighbour unto him that 
fell among the thieves ? And the Lawyer 
ſaid, he that ſhewed mercy on him. Then 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, Go, and do thou 


likewiſe (t). This was a true Model of 


perfect Charity, and ought to be imitated 
by thoſe who call themſelves good Chriſ- 


conclude that tho a Deiſt is very far from doing an 
Atheiſt, yet in the common Acceptation, the Word 
Atheiſt either fignifies Deiſt, or nothing; fince 
there are no ſuch People in the World, as the Ipno+ 
tant believe, or as * Priefts wou'd have x or 
believe, when with 4 Appellations, they 
load thoſe who detect their Impoſtures, wat in or- 
der to be revenged of them, by expoſing them to 
the wild Fury of an incenſed Mob. Concerning 
this Matter, ſee the very learned and judicious 
Monſ. Bayle, in his Penſets diverſes, Chap. 130, 
1.31, 132, 133, 139, 140, 141. [dem continuation des 
Penſets diverſes, Chap. 20, 21, 76, 143, 144, 145. 

-. (7) Luke x. 29, Ss 5 


tians ; 


)It 
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f JESUS CHRIST. 19 
tians; but we find by Experience that moſt 
of them, and particularly the Prięſts, migh- 
tily exto/and praiſe the Samaritan's Action, 
but prattiſe that of the Prieſt and Lepite. 
Feſus gave each Day freſh Inſtances of 
his extenſive Charity, He was always go- 
ing about doing good to Men. And he 
equally manifeſted his Juſtice and Charita- 
bleneſs in not condemning the Woman ta- 
ken in Adultery (u), whom all accuſed ; 
becauſe he knew ſhe had committed no 
greater Crime than what all Men continu- 
ally commit, in Thought, or Deed. We 
read that Chriſt eat, and familiarly con- 
verſed with Publicans and Sinners. to con- 
vert the one, and reclaim the other; to 
this End he made no Uſe of thoſe inhuman 
and barbarous Means, which the Holy Inqui- 
ſition puts in Practice, in order to gain Con- 
verts, for he was not Cruel, but Merciful (x). 
In ſhort, ſo great and fervent was his 
Love and Charity towards Men, that to 
make them happy, he willingly underwent. 
a thouſand Torments; and at laſt, ſuffered 
a moſt cruel and: ignominious Death. 


() John viii. 7, 9, 10, 11. (x) Matt. ix. 10, 12, 1m. 
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